Sketchnote IDs

Whether Meeting Face-to-Face or Online,
Building a Solid Classroom Community is the
Key to Student Engagement
From Nancy Steineke, author of Classroom Management: Strategies
for Achievement, Cooperation, and Engagement.
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AS OUR FORAY INTO ONLINE LEARNING
DEMONSTRATED THIS PAST SPRING, ensuring that students can
take part in this learning means that we must provide more than just devices and wifi. None of us
is privy to all of the factors that contribute to each student joining or not joining online learning.
However, last spring, many teachers noted that students who did show up online had strong bonds
with their class—bonds from a community that had been fostered in the preceding months. It
was the desire for classmates to stay connected that moved their learning forward. Developing
and maintaining strong relationships between students and teachers will be critical this year since
the classroom environment will likely be shifting and unpredictable. One activity for building
community that can be adapted to either an in-person or online environment is the Sketchnote ID.
Before asking students to make and share Sketchnote ID’s-- a student’s visual representation of
how students they define themselves--let them know that their IDs will be publicly shared. In this
time of social distancing and remote learning, you might have your students make their IDs by
hand on paper, or you might let them use digital tools, incorporating digital images. On sharing
day, start by displaying your own ID, inviting questions from your students. Once the rhythm of the
interviewing and answering is clear, answer any question and then move students into pairs.
If students are meeting physically but sitting six feet apart, using “six foot voices” might get pretty
loud with noise also seeping through the walls to nearby classrooms. Therefore, you might think
about how students could communicate both electronically and physically. Physically, they can
hold their ID’s up for their partner to view and pairs can enjoy each other’s expressions and physical
cues while the actual interviews take place using a chat platform. After class, hang the IDs in your
classroom.

Class
MANAGEMENT
Strategies for Achievement,
Cooperation + Engagement
NANCY STEINEKE

If students are connecting online from home, post all of the IDs in a place where the students
can access them. Then, invite partners to interview each other via video chat (utilizing breakout
rooms) or written conversation (via Google Docs or a class chat platform). After the interview,
ask students to post two or three sentences that summarize something they learned about their
partner during the interview.
All my best,

Nancy
Learn more about Classroom Management at Heinemann.com.
Connect with Nancy on Twitter @nsteineke.
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^c[rYde[W^[Y]^ko[X^YnV]Y^cW^Ye[brYjXYWYdjps\XW^\jXYjtYujeo]_Y\pWa[]_YWXoYq\q\oYdjbjevY
VWXYs[a\X]YsrYcWXo\XaYjk^Y[w^eWxbWea[Yyzx{x|x\Xdc}Y\Xo[wYdWeo]_Y[w~bW\X\Xa_Y[Y
\o[WYc[e[Y\]YtjeYrjkY^jYp\XoYpW~YrjkeY~W]]\jX]_YWd^\q\^\[]_Ycjss\[]_YWXoYWXr^c\XaY[b][Y
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